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CONTINENTAL AIRLINES TO JOIN
STAR ALLIANCE ON OCT. 27, 2009

Continental Airlines has announced that it plans to join Star Alliance on Oct. 27,
2009. As previously announced, Continental will end its participation in SkyTeam after its
last scheduled flight on Oct. 24, 2009.

Continental’s transition from SkyTeam to Star Alliance is a strategic change,
originally announced in June 2008, that will enhance travel options and competition.
Continental’s network will have a distinct fit in Star Alliance, with Continental’s New York
hub at Newark Liberty International Airport playing a particularly important role for Star
Alliance travelers.

Continental's OnePass members do not need to make any changes to their OnePass
accounts and will continue to utilize their mileage as normal. Mileage balances will not be
affected by the transition.

Through Oct. 24, 2009, OnePass members can continue to earn and redeem miles and
make reward reservations on SkyTeam partners.

When the transition to Star Alliance occurs on Oct. 27, 2009, OnePass members will
begin earning base miles and Elite Qualification Miles/Points and be able to redeem miles on
Star Alliance airlines.

Continental provides alliance updates on its web site at: continental.com/alliancenews
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About Star Alliance

The Star Alliance network was established in 1997 as the first truly global airline
alliance to offer customers worldwide reach and a smooth travel experience. Star Alliance
received the Air Transport World Market Leadership Award in 2008 and was voted Best
Airline Alliance by Business Traveller Magazine in 2003, 2006, 2007 and 2008 and by
Skytrax in 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2009. The members are Air Canada, Air China, Air New
Zealand, ANA, Asiana Airlines, Austrian, bmi, EGYPTAIR, LOT Polish Airlines, Lufthansa,
Scandinavian Airlines, Shanghai Airlines, Singapore Airlines, South African Airways,
Spanair, SWISS, TAP Portugal, Turkish Airlines, THAI, United and US Airways. Regional
member carriers Adria Airways (Slovenia), Bluel (Finland) and Croatia Airlines enhance the
global network. Aegean Airlines, Air India, Brussels Airlines, Continental Airlines and TAM
have been announced as future members. Overall, the Star Alliance network offers 17,000

daily flights to 916 destinations in 160 countries.
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EDITOR’S NOTES

Continental Airlines (continental.com), celebrating its 75th anniversary this year, is the

world’s fifth largest airline, with more than 750 daily departures serving 133 U.S. and 132
international destinations. More than 750 additional points are served via current alliance
partners. Across the Atlantic, Continental operates up to 312 departures weekly from 29
airports in 16 countries to its U.S. gateway hubs at New York, Houston and Cleveland, with
onward connections to more than 200 cities throughout North America, Latin America and
the Caribbean. Fortune magazine ranked Continental as the top airline in its World’s Most
Admired Companies 2009, for the sixth consecutive year. Atthe OAG Airline of the Year
Awards 2008, based on voting by frequent flyers around the world, Continental won the Best
Airline Based in North America award, for the fifth year in a row. Continental’s alliance
carriers in Europe, the Middle East and India include Air Europa, Air France, Alitalia,

Emirates, Kingfisher Airlines, KLM and Virgin Atlantic Airways.
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